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Spring 2023
Stony Brook University
Department of Hispanic Languages and Literature
College of Arts and Sciences 
SPN 311 Spanish conversation and Composition 
Tues. / Thurs. 1:15-2:35PM
Earth & Space 183
This course satisfies the SBC category DIV, HFA+, LANG
Course instructor: Joseph M. Pierce
Section: 01
Office Hours: Humanities 1139. Tues. 12:00-1PM; Thurs. 12:00-1PM, or by appointment
Instructor Contact Information: joseph.pierce@stonybrook.edu
		
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A thorough review of Spanish grammar and of the active use of spoken and written forms. Not intended for students of Spanish-speaking background. May not be taken for credit in addition to SPN 310. 
Course Prerequisites: SPN 212 or its equivalent
COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
· build students’ oral proficiency with interactional and communicative language
· expand and perfect knowledge of culturally specific vocabulary and grammatical structures 
· improve reading and writing skills
· develop critical thinking abilities
· increase awareness and understanding of Latin American, Hispanic, and Latino/a/x cultures
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Primary Texts 
García-Serrano, M. Victoria, Cristina de la Torre and Annette Grant Cash. ¡A que sí!, Fourth Edition. 
	Boston: Cengage, 2013. 

A. Participation / Preparation: Means coming to class (attendance), being prepared to engage with course materials, giving constructive criticism to classmates, and actively contributing to class discussions. I understand that some people are shy. That is ok. This is a course based on conversation, however, and to do that successfully, we will need to work together to create a space in which we all feel comfortable to make mistakes and learn from each other. In addition, participation may also take the form of commenting on the Discussion board (see Course Assignments). 
B. Course assignments: There will be 10 short assignments intended to reinforce course objectives and facilitate class discussions. These will be graded on a Complete/Incomplete basis. There will be no drop grade for these assignments. They should be 1) uploaded to the course Discussion board before class, AND 2) printed out and brought with you to each class. Carrying on the discussion outside of class (i.e. on the discussion board is a good way to reinforce what we are learning or to make up for not speaking much in class). 
C. Reaction essays: I will assign two films for you to watch this term. You are responsible for writing a 250-word reflection detailing your opinions, reactions, or appreciation of the film. This is not a summary of the plot but a critical reflection on the main themes, characters, aesthetics, and cultural importance of the film, in which you connect these topics to our overarching class discussion. These are due in class. 
D. Lip Sync for your Life: To be honest, this is an experiment. You will choose a Spanish language video clip from a social media site (TikTok, Instagram, etc.) of no more than 30 seconds. This should be one person speaking (a monologue). You will do two things: a. transcribe the monologue, and b. record yourself lip-syncing the text/audio. You will submit both files (a Word document and a video file) as an assignment. And we will watch some of them in class. 
E. Collaborative project: As part of the communicative goals of this course, you will work on one assignment in groups ranging from 3 to 5 people. Specific instructions and a grading rubric will be given for this project, but it aims to engage your creativity and foster collaborative work and cooperation between peers. 
F. Final Essay: This is a 1,000-1,200-word essay that presents a clear thesis expressing your opinion/position regarding one of the two films we have watched. You may use your reaction essay as a point of departure, but this final essay should include a detailed analysis supporting a thesis, not just summary or commentary. In addition, specific grammar points will need to be incorporated into the essay and a rubric will be provided to this end. 
 
The Spanish Tutorial and Writing Center provides free, individual help to students enrolled in Spanish courses. All students are encouraged to go to the center for help with their writing. The center is located in the Humanities Building 1082, and is available on zoom as well.

Evaluation Criteria
Conversation (50%) 
20%	Class Participation
20%	Course assignments (10)
10%	Collaborative project (1)
Composition (50%)
15% 	Reaction essays (2)
15%	Lip sync for your life (2)
20%	Final essay

Grade System: 
A = 94-100	B+ = 87-89	B- = 80-83	C = 74-76	D+ = 60-69	F = 0-59	 
A- = 90-93	B = 84-86	C+ = 77-79	C- = 70-73	D = 60-65 


CELL PHONES AND LAPTOPS Students will discuss with the professor and agree to a policy on the first day of class. Our policy is: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY SUPPORT CENTER (SASC) 
If you have a physical, psychological, medical, or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact the Student Accessibility Support Center, 128 ECC Building, (631) 632-6748, or at sasc@Stonybrook.edu. They will determine with you what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. 

Students who require assistance during emergency evacuation are encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and the Student Accessibility Support Center. For procedures and information go to the following website: https://ehs.stonybrook.edu/programs/fire-safety/emergency-evacuation/evacuation-guide-people-physical-disabilities and search Fire Safety and Evacuation and Disabilities. 


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instance of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary.  For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/


CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 
Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, and/or inhibits students’ ability to learn.

Calendario

Unidad I: Espacios: Públicos y privados
	
	Actividades en clase
	Tarea

	Semana 1
	martes 1/24
	Introducción al curso
Capítulo 1
	Act. 1-2 & 1-3 (Assn. 1) 
Subir a BS y traer a la próxima clase.

	
	jueves
1/26
	Entregar 1-3 (Assn. 1)
Repaso: Act. 1-4
Práctica: Act. 1-7
	Act. 1-8 & 1-9 
Repasa palabra por palabra y mejor dicho (p. 20)

	Semana 2
	martes 1/31
	Repaso: Act. 1-10
Capítulo 2
Repaso gramatical: ser, estar y haber
Act. 2-1 
	Act. 2-2, 2-3 (Assn. 2)

	
	jueves 2/2
	Entregar 2-3 (Assn. 2)
Repaso: Act. 2-4 
Act. 2-5 comparar y contrastar
	Lip Sync for your life (I)
Cap. 3. Repasa palabra por palabra y mejor dicho (p. 36)

	Semana 3
	martes 2/7
	Discusión/muestra: LSFYL (I)
Act. 3-1
	Act. 3-2 & 3-3 


	
	jueves 2/9
	Repaso: Act. 3-4, 3-5
Repaso gramatical: pretérito/imperfecto
	Act. 3-8 & 3-9 
Párrafo: Estudio de una persona en una plaza (Assn. 3)

	Semana 4
	martes 2/14
	3-10 Discusión: “Las Plazas Mayores”
Entregar párrafo (Assn. 3)
3-11 En interacción: Dar consejos
	Act. 3-13 & 3-14


	
	jueves 2/16
	3-15 & 3-16
Comenzar: Proyecto colaborativo
	Trabajar en grupos


	
Unidad II: Encuentros y desencuentros
	
	Actividades en clase
	Tarea

	Semana 5
	martes 2/21
	No Hay Clase (trabajen con sus grupos)
	Act. 4-2 & 4-3 Assn 4 

	
	jueves 2/23
	Entregar 4-3 (Assn. 4)
Repaso: 4-4
Pausa indígena (lecturas en clase)
	
Act. 5-8 & 5-9
Assn. 5 (Diálogo de una cita fracasada)

	Semana 6
	martes 2/28
	Repaso: 5-10
Entregar diálogo (Assn. 5)
5-11 En (inter)acción
	5-8 & 5-9 (Assn. 6)

	
	jueves 3/2
	Discusión: “Palabreo” 
Entregar 5-9 (Assn. 6)
Capítulo 6 (6-1)
	Ver Película 1 (colectivamente vamos a decidir) Escribir Reflexión 1

	Semana 7
	martes 3/7
	Discusión Película 1
Entregar: Reflexión 2
Act. 6-5
	 Leer “Casa tomada” de Julio Cortázar 


	
	jueves 3/9
	Discusión: “Casa tomada”
	




Unidad III: Patria/Nación: Acercamientos
	
	Actividades en clase
	Tarea

	Semana 8
	martes 3/14
	NO HAY CLASE SPRING BREAK
	

	
	jueves 3/16
	NO HAY CLASE SPRING BREAK
	

	Semana 9
	martes 3/21
	7-19 La Monja Alférez (en clase)
7-20, 7-21
Capítulo 8
	Act. 8-2 & 8-3 (Assn. 7)


	
	jueves 3/23
	Repaso: 8-4
Entregar Act. 8-3 (Assn. 7)
Repaso gramatical: pasado del subjuntivo
Estrategias comunicativas
	Lip sync for your life (II)

	Semana 10
	martes 3/28
	Discusión: LSFYL (II)
Capítulo 9 (9-1)

	Act. 9-2 & 9-3

	
	jueves 
3/30
	Repaso: 9-4 
Repaso gramatical: Cláusulas con si
	Act. 9-8 & 9-9 (Assn. 8)

	Semana 11
	martes 4/4
	Repaso: 9-10 “La villa”
Entregar Act. 9-9 (Assn. 8)
En (inter)acción (9-11)
	 Proyectos colaborativos

	
	jueves 4/6
	No hay clase. Trabajen con sus grupos. 
	Act. 10-2 & 10-3



Unidad IV: De acá para allá 	
	
	Actividades en clase
	Tarea

	Semana 12
	martes 4/11
	Presentación proyectos en grupo
	Act. 10-8 & 10-9 (Assn. 9)


	
	jueves 4/13
	Repaso: 10-10
Entregar 10-9 (Assn. 9)
Estrategias comunicativas
	Act. 10-14 & 10-15 (Assn. 10)


	Semana 13
	martes 4/18
	Repaso: 10-16 “El barrio”
Entregar 10-15 (Assn. 10)
10-17
	 Act. 11-5 & 11-6

	
	jueves 4/20
	Repaso: 11-7 
11-8 
	Ver “Sleep Dealer” (2008, Dir. Alex Rivera) (Disponible en BS)
Escribir Reflexión 2

	Semana 14
	martes 4/25
	Discusión: “Sleep Dealer”
Entregar Reflexión 2
Capítulo 12
	Act. 12-5 & 12-6


	
	jueves 
4/27
	Repaso: 12-7
12-8
	Nada

	Semana 15
	martes 5/2
	Trabajo en clase sobre el ensayo final
	Ensayo final

	
	jueves 
5/4
	Conclusiones
Entregar: Ensayo final via Brightspace el día 5/11
	



